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Oregon Justice for Exonerees Act
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Lawrence Spence, Jama, Gelser, Sollman, Bynum)

Wrongful convictions have dramatically impacted the lives of innocent people in Oregon. Upon release,
wrongfully convicted Oregonians face a number of immediate financial challenges that impact their ability
to survive after wrongful incarceration, including housing, transportation, health services and insurance,
mental health treatment, and other basic needs; years of lost income and inability to save for retirement
while imprisoned; and missed educational and career opportunities. Some continue to struggle with a
criminal conviction on their record, despite their innocence.

Oregon is one of only 13 states that does not compensate wrongfully convicted people.

The federal government, District of Columbia, and 37 states have laws to compensate wrongfully convicted
people. Right now, the only way for wrongfully convicted Oregonians to get the financial help they need to
rebuild their lives is through civil lawsuits that are costly, time consuming, and don’t provide help when an
exoneree needs it most. The solution is a universal framework that will provide much-needed financial
compensation to eligible exonerees.

Based off of compensation statutes recently passed in
Idaho, Montana, and Kansas, SB 1584 will:
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Case Study: Earl Bain

Earl Bain was exonerated in August 2020 after spending 6 years in prison for sexual
abuse that he did not commit. He had been wrongfully convicted by a nonunanimous jury
in Malheur County in 2009, despite no witnesses or physical evidence in his case. Mr.
Bain, an Afghanistan army veteran, received a rare pardon from Governor Kate Brown on
the grounds of innocence. But his wrongful conviction and incarceration imposed many

¢ costs and hardships on his family. While he was able to clear his name with the help of
1 4 the Oregon Innocence Project, he has still not received any compensation from the state
of Oregon.
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